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EDUCATION  

 

2018   Ph.D. Department of Geography, Environment and Society 

  University of Minnesota-Twin Cities (UMN-TC)  

Dissertation: The People versus the Pipelines: Energy Infrastructure and Liberal 

Ideology in American Environmentalism 

  Advisor: Arun Saldanha 

 

2013  M.A. Department of Geography, Environment and Society, UMN-TC 

 

2010  B.A. Department of Environmental Studies, Macalester College, St. Paul, MN 

 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS  

 

2019-  Assistant Professor of International Studies 

  School of World Studies 

  Virginia Commonwealth University 

 

2018-2019    Visiting Assistant Professor  

  Institute at Brown for Environment & Society (IBES) 

  Brown University 

 

AWARDS [since 2019] 

 

2024 VCU Faculty Council travel grant ($1,000) 

 

2024 Humanities Research Center travel grant ($1,000) 

 

2024 National Science Foundation, Science and Technology Studies, “Protectors of the 

Subsurface: Knowledge and Imagination of the Underground in Contemporary Public 

Environmentalism” (reapplication - pending) 

 

2023  VCU OVPRI Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences fund, “Protectors of the Subsurface: 

Knowledge and Imagination of the Underground in Contemporary Public 

Environmentalism” ($9,966) 

 

2023 Outstanding Book award, Cultural and Political Ecology (CAPE) specialty group, 

American Association of Geographers (invited lecture) 

 

mailto:bosworthk@vcu.edu


2023 Humanities Research Center residential fellowship, Virginia Commonwealth University 

(course releases) 

 

2023 National Science Foundation, Science and Technology Studies, “Protectors of the 

Subsurface: Knowledge and Imagination of the Underground in Contemporary Public 

Environmentalism” (declined) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Book manuscript 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2022. Pipeline Populism: Grassroots Environmentalism in the 21st Century. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.  

  

Awards: The 2023 Cultural and Political Ecology Outstanding Publication Award in 

recognition of innovative scholarship in cultural and political ecology 

 

Reviews: Environment and Planning D: Society and Space (review forum), Global 

Environmental Politics, Environmental Politics, H-Net, Western American Literature 

 

Refereed journal articles 

 

Bosworth, Kai. Accepted. “Revolution and Disalienation.” New Formations.  

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2024. “Karsty and Miserable: Dark Humor in the Subsurface Geopoetics of 

Caving.” Emotion, Space and Society 52: 101016. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2024. “Filling the Hole? On New Geographies of the Subsurface.” Progress in 

Human Geography 48 (2): 151-171. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “What is ‘Affective Infrastructure’?” Dialogues in Human Geography 

13(1): 54-72. 

 

Kai Bosworth, and Charmaine Chua. 2023. “The Countersovereignty of Critical Infrastructure 

Security: Settler-state Anxiety versus the Pipeline Blockade” Antipode 55(5): 1345-1367 

 

Chua, Charmaine and Kai Bosworth. 2023. “Beyond the Chokepoint: Blockades as Social 

Struggles.” Antipode 55(5): 1301-1320 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2022. “The Bad Environmentalism of ‘Nature Is Healing’ Memes.” cultural 

geographies 29(3): 353-374. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2021. “‘They’re Treating Us like Indians!’: Political Ecologies of Property and 

Race in North American Pipeline Populism.” Antipode 53(3): 665-685. 

 

https://capeaag.wordpress.com/cape-awards/
https://www.societyandspace.org/book-review-forums/pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism-in-the-21st-century-by-kai-bosworth
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/6/article/903662/summary
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/6/article/903662/summary
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2023.2264986
https://networks.h-net.org/node/19397/reviews/12332111/van-dyk-bosworth-pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/17/article/912278/summary


Bosworth, Kai. 2020. “The People’s Climate March: Environmental Populism as Political 

Genre.” Political Geography (83): 1-12. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2019. “The People Know Best: Situating the Counter-Expertise of Populist 

Pipeline Opposition Movements.” Annals of the American Association of Geographers 

109(2): 581-92. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2017. “Thinking Permeable Matter through Feminist Geophilosophy: 

Environmental Knowledge Controversy and the Materiality of Hydrogeologic 

Processes.” Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 35 (1): 21–37. 

 

Manuscripts in preparation and under review 

 

Bosworth, Kai. Under contract. “Land Alienation as Inclusive Disjunction: Settler Pipeline 

Struggles in the Context of Indigenous Resurgence in the U.S. Great Plains.” Unsettling 

Land: Relational Lives in the Anthropocene, edited by Preeti Sampat and Andrés León 

Araya. Denver: University Press of Colorado. 

 

Edited special issues  

 

Anderman, Nicholas, Kai Bosworth, Xander Lenc, and Anya Kaplan-Seem. 2026. “The 

Environmental Politics of Depth.” Environmental Humanities.  

 

Bosworth, Kai and Charmaine Chua. 2023. “On the Blockade: Geographies of Circulation and 

Struggle.” Antipode 55(5). 

 

Editor-reviewed articles and book chapters 

 

Bosworth, Kai. In press. “‘I Have Enough Trouble Finding Oil’: Reading Infrastructure in 

Douglas Sirk’s Written on the Wind.” Intimate Confession is a Project, edited by Jennifer 

Teets. New York: Inventory Press. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. In press. “Affect and Ideology in Populist Environmentalism: The Case of 

Pipeline Opposition Movements.” The Routledge Handbook of the Lived Experience of 

Ideology, edited by Naveed Mansoori, Başak Ertür, Connal Parsley and James Martel. 

Abingdon: Routledge. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “The Ambiguous Role of (Eco)populism in the Work of Timothy Luke.” 

New Political Science 45(1): 129-141. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “The Dakota Access Pipeline Struggle: Vulnerability, Security and Settler 

Colonialism in the Oil Assemblage.” In Settling the Boom: The Sites and Subjects of 

Bakken Oil, edited by Mary E. Thomas and Bruce Braun, 173-203. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press.  

 



Bosworth, Kai. 2022. “Extinction by Litany? Pinpointing Capitalism’s Transformative Effects 

on Planetary Complex Systems.” Cultural Critique 117 (1): 177-196. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2021. “The Crack in the Earth: Environmentalism after Speleology.” In A Place 

More Void, edited by Anna Secor and Paul Kingsbury, 48–65. Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2020. “Feminist Geography in the Anthropocene: Sciences, Bodies, Futures.” In 

The Routledge International Handbook of Gender and Feminist Geographies, edited by 

Anindita Datta, Peter Hopkins, Lynda Johnston, Elizabeth Olson, and Joseli Maria Silva, 

445-54. Abingdon and New York: Routledge.  

 

Lyons, Steve and Kai Bosworth. 2019. “Museums in the Climate Emergency.” In Museum 

Activism, edited by Robert R. Janes and Richard Sandell, 174-85. Abingdon and New 

York: Routledge.  

 

Reprints 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2019. “The People Know Best: Situating the Counter-Expertise of Populist 

Pipeline Opposition Movements.” In Environmental Governance in a 

Populist/Authoritarian Era, edited by James McCarthy, 281-92. Abingdon: Routledge. 

 

Book reviews 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2024 (in press). “Dana Luciano, How the Earth Feels: Geological Fantasy in 

the Nineteenth-Century United States.” Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and 

Environment. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2024 (in press). “A Desire for Communism? Kohei Saito’s Slow Down: The 

Degrowth Manifesto.” Theory and Event.  

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “Corrie Grosse, Working Across Lines: Resisting Extreme Energy 

Extraction.” Mobilization 28(1): 140-141. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2022. “Is the ‘Left in Power’ Potestas and the ‘Left in Resistance’ Potentia? 

Review of Thea Riofrancos’ Resource Radicals: From Petro-Nationalism to Post-

Extractivism in Ecuador.” Society and Space. 

https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/is-the-left-in-power-potestas-and-the-left-in-

resistance-potentia 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2020. “Review: Nicole Seymour, Bad Environmentalism: Irony and Irreverence 

in the Ecological Age” Social & Cultural Geography 21: 138-140.  

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2018. “On the Material Excesses of Feminist Geopolitics.” Book review forum 

Feminist Geopolitics: Material States by Deborah Dixon. Dialogues in Human 

Geography 8(1): 82-84.  

https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/is-the-left-in-power-potestas-and-the-left-in-resistance-potentia
https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/is-the-left-in-power-potestas-and-the-left-in-resistance-potentia


 

Bosworth, Kai. 2017. “Review: Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, Peak Oil: Apocalyptic 

Environmentalism and Libertarian Political Culture.” Cultural Geographies 24(4): 650-

651. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2014. “Review: Andrew Barry’s Material Politics: Disputes Along the 

Pipeline.” Society and Space. https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/material-politics-

by-andrew-barry 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2014. “Review forum: Ben Woodard’s On an Ungrounded Earth: Towards a 

New Geophilosophy.” Society & Space. https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/on-an-

ungrounded-earth-by-ben-woodard-3 

 

Dictionary entries 

 

Bosworth, Kai, Andy Hines, Jesse Goldstein, and Eli Meyerhoff. Under contract. 

“Sustainability.” University Keywords.  

 

Bosworth, Kai. In press. “Pipeline.” Energized: Keywords for a New Politics of Energy and 

Environment, edited by Imre Szeman and Jennifer Wenzel. Morgantown: West Virginia 

University Press. 

 

Other Publications 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “What Do We Want from a Concept?” Dialogues in Human Geography 

13(1): 95-98. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2023. “Radical Geography: Historical Limits and Future Possibilities in the 

Context of Indigenous Resurgence.” Social Text - Periscope (blog). 

https://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/radical-geography-historical-limits-and-

future-possibilities-in-the-context-of-indigenous-resurgence/ 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2022. “New Book – Pipeline Populism: Grassroots Environmentalism in the 

21st Century.” Network in Canadian History & Environment. https://niche-

canada.org/2022/04/05/new-book-pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism-in-

the-21st-century/ 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2022. “Populism and the Rise of the Far Right: Two Different Problems for 

Political Ecology.” Political Geography (94): 102531. 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2020. “Climate Populism and its Limits.” Progressive International. 

https://progressive.international/blueprint/b0e56b61-d2b9-4f97-8e2e-a2e9f3edef50-kai-

bosworth-climate-populism-its-limits/en 

 

https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/material-politics-by-andrew-barry
https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/material-politics-by-andrew-barry
https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/on-an-ungrounded-earth-by-ben-woodard-3
https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/on-an-ungrounded-earth-by-ben-woodard-3
https://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/radical-geography-historical-limits-and-future-possibilities-in-the-context-of-indigenous-resurgence/
https://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/radical-geography-historical-limits-and-future-possibilities-in-the-context-of-indigenous-resurgence/
https://niche-canada.org/2022/04/05/new-book-pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism-in-the-21st-century/
https://niche-canada.org/2022/04/05/new-book-pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism-in-the-21st-century/
https://niche-canada.org/2022/04/05/new-book-pipeline-populism-grassroots-environmentalism-in-the-21st-century/
https://progressive.international/blueprint/b0e56b61-d2b9-4f97-8e2e-a2e9f3edef50-kai-bosworth-climate-populism-its-limits/en
https://progressive.international/blueprint/b0e56b61-d2b9-4f97-8e2e-a2e9f3edef50-kai-bosworth-climate-populism-its-limits/en


Bosworth, Kai and Elizabeth Johnson, eds. 2020. “Review Forum: Sophie Lewis’ Full 

Surrogacy Now: Feminism Against Family.” Society and Space (blog). 

https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/introducing-full-surrogacy-now 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2018. “Environmental Populisms, Alongside and Beyond (State) Authority.” 

ENTITLE blog – A Collaborative Writing Project on Political Ecology. 

https://entitleblog.org/2018/12/13/environmental-populisms-alongside-and-beyond-state-

authority/ 

 

Van Sant, Levi and Kai Bosworth. 2017. “Race, Rurality, and Radical Geography in the US” 

Antipode interventions. https://antipodeonline.org/2017/09/14/race-rurality-and-radical-

geography/ 

 

Bosworth, Kai. 2016. “The Dakota Access Pipeline.” Miami Rail. 

https://miamirail.org/winter-2016/the-dakota-access-pipeline/ 

 

Jenkins, Jeffrey, Karie Boone, Kai Bosworth, Jessi Lehman, Thomas Lodor. 2015. “Boom and 

Bust Methodology: Opportunities and Challenges with Conducting Research at Sites of 

Resource Extraction.” The Extractive Industries and Society 2(4), 680-682. 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

 

2024 “Alienation and Disalienation Beyond the Environmental Politics of the Subsurface” 

Cultural and Political Ecology (CAPE) specialty group keynote (awarded lecture), 

American Association of Geographers, Honolulu, HI. April 19. 

 

2023 “Infrastructures of Resistance? Populist Environmentalism and the Movement Against 

the Pipelines.” Extractives@Clark (invited speaker), Clark University. November 17.  

 

2023 “Pipeline Populism and the Climate Cycle of Struggles, 2010-2020” (invited speaker), 

York University. October 19. 

 

2023 “A Decade of Populist Environmentalism and Pipeline Opposition.” Environment & 

Society Seminar (invited speaker), University of Nottingham (online). February 8. 

 

2022 “Critical Infrastructure Security as Counter-Sovereignty.” Infrastructures of Peace and 

Conflict (invited speaker), Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, Colgate University. 

October 31. 

 

2022 “Pipeline Populism and Climate Justice in the 2010s” (invited speaker), Department of 

Geography, City University of New York Graduate Center. September 22. 

 

2022 “Comparative and Differential Rents in Agriculture and Oil Transportation: Revisiting 

the Spatial Contradictions of Capital.” The Rent Relation and Struggles over Distribution 

in the 21st Century (symposium), University of Manchester (online). May 25.  

 

https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/introducing-full-surrogacy-now
https://entitleblog.org/2018/12/13/environmental-populisms-alongside-and-beyond-state-authority/
https://entitleblog.org/2018/12/13/environmental-populisms-alongside-and-beyond-state-authority/
https://antipodeonline.org/2017/09/14/race-rurality-and-radical-geography/
https://antipodeonline.org/2017/09/14/race-rurality-and-radical-geography/
https://miamirail.org/winter-2016/the-dakota-access-pipeline/


2022 “Climate Justice: Past, Present, and Futures” (invited panel), George Mason University, 

Fairfax, VA. April 1. 

 

2021 “Land Alienation as Inclusive Disjunction: Settler Pipeline Struggles in the Context of 

Indigenous Resistance in the U.S. Great Plains.” Anthropology of Land (invited 

workshop). University of Costa Rica, San Jose, Costa Rica. December 1.  

 

2021 “If You Smell Something, Say Something!: Sensing Underground Gas Leaks in 

Environmental Justice Organizing.” Intimate Toxicities: Technoscience, Material 

Natures, & Environmental Justice (invited symposium), Department of Geography, 

Rutgers University. May 7.  

 

2021 “Populism and the Environment.” European Center for Populism Studies (invited 

lecture). July 7. 

 

2020 “Land, Desire, Struggle.” Anthropology of Land (invited workshop).  

 

2020 “‘This Land is Our Land’: Private Property, Settler Colonialism, and the Affective 

Territories of Populism in Pipeline Opposition Movements.” Unsettling Ecologies 

(invited speaker series). Department of English and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 

Studies, University of Richmond, Richmond, VA. February 13. 

 

2019 “Modernity and Technology in Contemporary Green Left Discourse.” Climate Futures, 

Design, and the Green New Deal (invited symposium), Rhode Island School of Design, 

Providence, RI, December 6. 

 

2019 “All Pipelines Leak: Pipeline Opposition and Energy Transition as Social Problem.” 

Pipeline Safety Trust Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. November 7. 

 

2018 “The Climate Justice Movement in the Wake of Standing Rock.” Climate Futures, 

Design, and the Just Transition (invited symposium), Rhode Island School of Design, 

Providence, RI, November 9-10. 

 

2017  “Aesthetics of Police: Public Relations and Institutional Liberation in the Dakota Access 

Pipeline Struggle.” World of Matter – Mobilizing Materialities (invited symposium), 

Katherine E. Nash Gallery, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN September 17. 

 

2016 “What Do We Have on Our Hands Here? Governing the Technosphere.” Anthropocene 

Campus: The Technosphere Issue (invited symposium and workshop), Haus der Kulturen 

der Welt, Berlin, Germany, April 18. 

 

2016  “‘Hearing on Keystone Pipeline Plan Nearly Irrelevant’: Climate Populism, Public 

Participation and the Politics of Desire.” Fossil Fuels and Radical Sovereignties: 

Boardrooms, Blockades, and Jurisdictional Struggles over Oil and Gas Development in 

North America (invited workshop), Berkeley, CA. January 28-29. 

 



2014 “Earthrise: Post-Planetary Environmentalism, Frontier Capitalism and the End of the 

Whole Earth.” Post-Planetary Capital (invited symposium), The New School, New York, 

NY. March 24. 

 

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY 

 

Sessions organized 

 

2024 María Alejandra Pérez and Kai Bosworth. “Cultures of Caving.” National Speleological 

Society, Sewanee, TN. July 3. 

 

2023 María Alejandra Pérez and Kai Bosworth. “Cultures of Caving.” National Speleological 

Society, Elkins, WV. June 28. 

 

2022 Kai Bosworth and María Alejandra Pérez. “Volumize the Social: Expansiveness, 

Interiority, Containment, and Depth through the Lens of Relations.” American 

Association of Geographers, New York, NY. February 25-Mar 1. 

 

2020 Martina Angela Caretta, Kai Bosworth, Pavithra Vasudevan. “Strengthening 

Infrastructures of Resistance to Fossil Fuel Infrastructures in North America.” American 

Association of Geographers, Denver, CO. April 5-10. Canceled due to COVID-19. 

 

2020 Kai Bosworth, Rachael Baker, Lisa Santosa. “Confronting Far Right Political Ecologies.” 

Dimensions of Political Ecology, Lexington, KY. February 28-29. 

 

2019 Kai Bosworth and Charmaine Chua. “On the Blockade: Geographies of Circulation and 

Struggle.” American Association of Geographers, Washington, DC. April 3-7. 

 

2016 Lalit Batra, Kai Bosworth, and Sinan Erensu. “The Political Temporalities of Energy 

Infrastructures.” American Association of Geographers, Chicago, IL. April 21-26. 

   

2015 Patrick Bigger, Kai Bosworth, and Rory Rowan. “Planetary Politics: Theorizing Post-

Global Political Geographies.” American Association of Geographers, Chicago, IL. April 

21-26. 

 

2014 Kai Bosworth. “Breaking Ground in Political Geology: Materials and Economies of 

Extraction, Energy and Earth.” Dimensions of Political Ecology, University of Kentucky-

Lexington, KY. February 26-28. 

 

Papers presented 

 

2024 “What Happens to Cave Organizations when Caves and Karst are Threatened by 

Development?” National Speleological Society, Sewanee, TN. July 3. 

 

2024 “What if the Post-carbon City is Still an Oil City? Carbon Capture in New Orleans.” 

Petrocultures, Los Angeles, CA. May 16. 



 

2023 “Assessing the Sunrise Movement’s Successes and Failures: Towards an Organizational 

Perspective on the Temporality of Environmental ‘Post-politics.’” American Political 

Science Association, Los Angeles, CA. September 2. 

 

2023 “Herb and Jan Conn’s Geopoetics.” National Speleological Society, Elkins, WV. June 28. 

 

2023 “The Fractured Affective Pull of Subsurface Environmental Protection: A Political 

Ecology of Controversy in Cave Conservation.” American Association of Geographers, 

Denver, CO. March 23-27. 

 

2022 “Foreign Oil and Heartland Melodrama: Populist Narratives of Canadian Invasion and 

Chinese Consumption in Pipeline Opposition Movements.” Petrocultures conference, 

Norwegian Petroleum Museum, Stavanger, Norway. August 26. 

 

2022 “Cave Conservation: A Perspective from Human Geography.” National Speleological 

Society, Rapid City, SD. June 14. 

 

2022. “The Ambiguous Role of (Eco)populism in the Work of Timothy Luke.” Western 

Political Science Association, Portland, OR. March 11.  

 

2022 “Grottograph: Mapping the Social Relations of Cave Conservation.” American 

Association of Geographers, New York, NY. February 27. 

 

2021 “Canadian Invasion for Chinese Consumption: Heartland Melodrama and Foreign Oil.” 

American Studies Association. October 13.  

 

2021 “Pipeline Opposition and Energy Independence Between Canada and China: Heartland 

Melodramas of Race, Nation, and Oil” Association for the Study of Literature and the 

Environment. July 30.  

 

2020 “Pipeline Opposition and Energy Independence Between Canada and China: World 

Ecologies of Race, Nation, and Oil in the American Heartland” American Studies 

Association annual conference, Baltimore, MD. November 10-12, 2020. Postponed due 

to COVID-19. 

 

2020 “Pipeline Opposition and Energy Independence between Canada and China: World 

Ecologies of Race, Nation, and Oil in the American Heartland.” American Association of 

Geographers, Denver, CO. April 5-10.  

 

2019 “Reading Eco-fascism in/as Settler Empire.” International Studies Association Northeast, 

Providence, RI. November 9. 

 

2019 “Reading Eco-fascism in/as Settler Empire.” Political Ecologies of the Far Right, Lund, 

Sweden. November 15-17. 

 



2019 “‘If You Smell Something, Say Something!’: Sensing Underground Gas Leaks in 

Environmental Justice Organizing.” Society for Social Studies of Science, New Orleans, 

LA. Sep 4-7. 

 

2019 “The People’s Climate March: Environmental Populism as Genre.” American 

Association of Geographers, Washington, D.C. April 3-7. 

 

2017 “Pipeline Populism, American Environmentalism, and the Politics of Land.” Royal 

Geographical Society, London, UK. August 29-September1. 

 

2017  “The Crack in the Earth: Environmentalism after Speleology.” American Association of 

Geographers, Boston, MA. April 5-9.  

 

2016 “Keystone XL, Hydrogeology, and the Verticality of Property.” American Association of 

Geographers, San Francisco, CA. March 29-April 2. 

 

2015 “Thinking Porous Matter: Hydrogeology and the Subterranean Body Politic.”  

International Conference of Critical Geography, Ramallah, Palestine. July 20-26. 

 

2015  “Thinking Porous Matter: Hydrogeology and the Subterranean Body Politic.”  

American Association of Geographers, Chicago, IL. April 21-26. 

 

2014 “The Porous Body of the Earth: On Permeable Spaces of Feminist Geophilosophy.” 

Society for 21st Century Studies Conference, Theme: “Anthropocene Feminism.”  

 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, April 10-12. 

 

2014  “Breaking Ground on Political Geology: Possible Ecologies for the Anthropocene.”  

Dimensions of Political Ecology, University of Kentucky-Lexington, KY. February 26-

28. 

 

2013 “Capitalism’s Underground” Royal Geographical Society, London, UK. August 28-30. 

 

2013  “Oh the Humanity!: Extinction and Animism at the End of the Anthropocene.” American 

Association of Geographers, Los Angeles, CA. April 9-13. 

 

2013  “Decompositional Cosmopolitics for the Anthropocene.” Workshop on Critical Climate 

Change Scholarship, UMN-TC, April 5-7. 

 

Panel participation 

 

2023 “Author-Meets-Comrades: Jared Margulies’ The Cactus Hunters: Desire and Extinction 

in the Illicit Succulent Trade.” Panelist. International Studies Association Northeast. 

Providence, RI. November 3. 

 

2023 “Author-Meets-Comrades: Kai Bosworth’s Pipeline Populism.” Panelist. American 

Association of Geographers, Denver, CO. March 23-27 



 

2021 “The Anthropology of Land.” Panelist. American Anthropological Association, 

Baltimore, MD. November 17-21.  

 

2019 “Author Meets Critics: Nick Estes’ Our History is the Future: Standing Rock versus the 

Dakota Access Pipeline, and the Long Tradition of Indigenous Resistance.” Organizer. 

American Association of Geographers, Washington, DC. April 3-7. 

 

2019.  “Author Meets Critics: Sophie Lewis’ Full Surrogacy Now: Feminism Against Family.” 

Organizer (with Elizabeth Johnson). American Association of Geographers, Washington, 

DC. April 3-7. 

 

2018 “Settler Colonialism and Political Economies of Resource Governance/Extraction.”  

Panelist. American Association of Geographers, New Orleans, LA. April 10-14. 

 

2018 “Climate Change and Desire.” Panelist. American Association of Geographers, New  

Orleans, LA. April 10-14.  

 

2017 “Deleuze and Guattari's Marxist Political Philosophy in Geographical Thought.” Panelist. 

American Association of Geographers, Boston, MA. April 5-9. 

 

2016 “Material Lives: Resisting Infrastructures and Infrastructures of Resistance.” Panelist. 

American Association of Geographers, San Francisco, CA. March 29-April 2. 

 

2016 “Inhabiting the Slow Violence of Ecological Catastrophe.” Panelist. American 

Association of Geographers, San Francisco, CA. March 29-April 2. 

 

2015 “Boom and Bust Methodology: Opportunities and Challenges with Conducting 

Fieldwork at Sites of Resource Extraction.” Panelist. American Association of 

Geographers, Chicago, IL. April 21-26 

 

Other presentations 

 

2022 “Populism and the Environment.” Richmond Torch Club. November 1. 

 

2022 “Pipeline Populism: Grassroots Environmentalism in the 21st Century.” Humanities 

Research Center, VCU. September 12.  

 

2022 “Nation and Migration.” Ukraine and Russia in Global and Historical Perspectives 

(panel), VCU, April 12.  

 

2021 “The Pipelines and the People: From Climate Crisis to Mass Movement.” VCU Common 

Book Lecture. September 23. 

 

2021 “The ‘Bad Environmentalism’ of ‘Nature is Healing’ Memes.” VCU Honor’s College 

Berglund Lecture. September 1.  



 

2021 “Occupy Mall Street? ‘Gamestonk’ Populism and the Meme Stock ‘Movement’.” VCU, 

February 4. 

 

2018 Discussant - Thinking Decolonization Hemispherically: Race, Indigeneity, and 

Coloniality in the Americas (symposium). Watson Institute, Brown University, December 

8.  

 

2018 “On Feminist Environmental Politics.” Sarah Doyle Center for Women and Gender, 

Brown University, November 14. 

 

2017   Discussant - Susan Ruddick’s A/Synchronic Earth: Spinoza and the Spatial Aesthetic of 

the Anthropocene. Spinoza and Aesthetics/Space (symposium). Department of 

Comparative Literature, UMN-TC, April 18. 

 

2015   “‘They're treating us like Indians!’ Land, Autochthony, and Political Mythology in the 

Keystone XL Struggle” Department of Geography, Environment and Society - Coffee 

Hour, UMN-TC, April 10. 

 

2014  “Capitalism’s Underground.” Graduate Student Colloquium, Department of Cultural 

Studies and Comparative Literature, UMN-TC, April 3. 

 

2013 “Capitalism’s Underground.” Department of Anthropology, UMN-TC, October 16.  

 

GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISING 

 

2023- Andrew Massa, MATX Ph.D., VCU. “Visual Communication (Media/Art) Within 

Animal Advocacy: Contextualizing the Visual Landscape.” Thesis committee member. 

 

2022 Patrick Korte, Sociology M.A., VCU. “Reds for Ed: Class Struggle in the Classroom.” 

Thesis committee member. 

 

2022 Kayleigh Flanagan, Sociology M.A., VCU. “Socially Organized Climate Denial: The 

Influence of Social Position on Risk Perception.” Thesis committee member. 

 

2020 Lauren Garcia, Sociology M.A., VCU. “From the Margins to the Center: Legitimation 

Strategies for Explicit and Implicit Racist Discourse from an Alt-Right Case Study.” 

Thesis committee member. 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
Class Course Name Semester Credit 

Hours 

Enrollment Note 

INTL 101 Human Societies and Globalization F20 3 115 Gen ed 

F21 3 96 



WRLD 203 Texts and Contexts: Geographies of 

Infrastructure 

S24 3 35 Gen ed 

INTL/SOCY 250 

(previously 

HUMS 291) 

Confronting Climate Crisis S20 3 34 Gen ed 

S21 3 24 

S24 3 49 

INTL 325 

(previously INTL 

291) 

Nature Culture Justice F20 3 12 Elective;  

REAL level 

4 
S22 3 9 

F22 3 14 

F23 3 28 

INTL 375 Interdisciplinary Methods for 

International Studies Research 

F21 3 11 INTL Core 

INTL 385 

(previously INTL 

491) 

 

International Migration and Displacement  

(previously taught as Migration and 

Borders in a Time of Climate Crisis) 

F19 3 15 Elective 

F22 3 15 

INTL 490 International Studies Senior Capstone S20 3 22 INTL Core 

S21 3 19 

S22 3 16 

F22 3 21 

F23 3 17 

S24 3 22 

Total  19  574  

  

  

TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Johnson, Allison A., Mahshid Ahmadian, D Jennings, Thea Pepperl, 2021-2022 Institute on 

Inclusive Teaching Cohort, Sarah E. Golding, and Jennifer Reid. Under review. “Inclusive 

Teaching Statements Increase Students’ Sense of Belonging and Increase Positive Learning 

Behaviors.” 

As a member of the 2021-2022 IIT, and for implementing and assessing inclusive teaching 

practices in my classroom, I am listed as a co-author. 

 

Presentations:  

2022  Pawlowicz, Matthew and Kai Bosworth. “Inclusive Teaching in Disciplines 

Exploring Diversity: Examples from World Studies” Inclusive Teaching 

Excellence Symposium, VCU CTLE, April 1. VCU's Institute on Inclusive 

Teaching, funded through Howard Hughes Medical Institute Inclusive Excellence 

program. 

 

2022 Bosworth, Kai. “Teaching with Emotion in Times of Crisis.” Teaching 

Excellence Symposium, VCU CTLE, March 25. 

 

TEACHING TRAINING 

 



2021-23 Leaders for Inclusive Learning, CTLE and the VCU HHMI Inclusive Excellence 

Initiative 

 

2018 The Sheridan Teaching Seminar – Reflective Teaching certificate, The Sheridan 

Center for Teaching and Learning, Brown University 

 

SERVICE TO PROFESSION 

 

Peer review service (since 2019) 

 

Journal 
N 

reviews Dates 

ACME – An International Journal for Critical Geography 2 April 2024, January 2023 

Annals of the American Association of Geographers 3 
October 2023, January 2022, November 

2021 

Antipode  11 

June 2024, April 2023, June 2023, 

November 2023, January 2022, October 

2022, July 2021, September 2021, 

November 2021, December 2021, 

November 2020 

Body and Society 1 September 2021 

Canadian Geographer / Geographie Canadien 1 November 2023 

Contemporary Political Theory 2 July 2022, May 2021 

cultural geographies 5 
April 2023, July 2023,  March 2022, May 

2022, December 2019 

Energy Research and Social Science  2 July 2023, October 2023 

Environment & Society-Advancements in Research  1 October 2020 

Environment and Planning C: Politics & Space  1 August 2023 

Environment and Planning D: Society & Space  4 
April 2024, July 2024, June 2020, October 

2019 

Environment and Planning E: Nature & Space 3 March 2024, June 2024, April 2022 

Environmental Humanities 2 January 2023, January 2022 

Environmental Politics  5 
March 2023, May 2022, December 2021, 

April 2020, September 2020 

Geoforum  4 
April 2023, November 2022, May 2020, 

October 2020 

Geographica Helvetica  1 September 2023 

Geopolitics  1 March 2021 

Human Geography  1 October 2023 



Journal of Education Policy 2 August 2022, November 2022 

Political Geography  7 

February 2024, May 2024, December 

2023, January 2022, April 2021, February 

2020, November 2019 

Polity  1 March 2022 

Progress in Environmental Geography  1 October 2022 

Settler Colonial Studies  2 April 2020, August 2020 

Space and Polity  1 May 2022 

Tapuya: Latin American Science, Technology and Society 1 August 2024 

Territory, Politics, Governance  3 
January 2024, March 2024, September 

2023 

The Professional Geographer  1 October 2023 

Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers  2 May 2023, December 2023 

 
7

71  

Manuscript reviews 

University of Chicago Press  
August 2024 

University of Minnesota Press  
July 2024 

University of Nebraska Press   April 2024 

Oxford University Press  August 2024 

 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

Research fellow, The Natural History Museum, Brooklyn, NY, 2016-present. 

 

Commenter, “Dewey-Burdock Class III and Class V Injection Well Draft Area Permits – EPA 

Public Comment,” with Julie Santella, Rapid City, SD, 2017. 

 

Blogger, “Voices Against the Pipeline,” Bakken Pipeline Resistance Coalition, Des Moines, IA, 

2016. 

 

Researcher, “The Militarization of Indian Country,” Honor the Earth, Minneapolis, MN, 2009. 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

Lilley, Sasha. 2023. “Popular Protest Against Oil Pipelines.” Against the Grain, KPFA radio. 

https://kpfa.org/episode/against-the-grain-april-24-2023/ 

https://kpfa.org/episode/against-the-grain-april-24-2023/


 

Oliver Milman and Nina Lakhani. 2023. “Atlanta shooting part of alarming US crackdown on 

environmental defenders.” The Guardian. February 2. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/02/atlanta-shooting-manuel-teran-

crackdown-environmental-defenders 

 

Burd, Camden and Ramya Swayamprakash. 2022. “Kai Bosworth on ‘Pipeline Populism.’” 

Heartland History Podcast, Midwestern History Association. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/pipeline-populism-with-dr-kai-

bosworth/id1180375277?i=1000585383784 

 

Van Horn, Sara and Cal Turner. 2022. “What the People Want: Kai Bosworth on Populist 

Environmentalism, Desire, and the Anti-Pipeline Movement.” Bookforum (interview). 

https://www.bookforum.com/interviews/kai-bosworth-on-populist-environmentalism-

desire-and-the-anti-pipeline-movement-by-sara-van-horn-and-cal-turner-24986 

 

Tupponce, Joan. 2022. “Exploring strategic connections between populism and the debate on 

pipelines.” VCU News. https://news.vcu.edu/article/2022/06/exploring-strategic-

connections-between-populism-and-the-debate-on-pipelines 

 

Danielson, Stentor. 2022. “New Books in Geography: Kai Bosworth, ‘Pipeline Populism: 

Grassroots Environmentalism in the Twenty-First Century.’” New Books Network 

Podcast. https://newbooksnetwork.com/pipeline-populism 

 

Haugen, Matthew J. 2022. “Kai Bosworth on pipeline struggles, movement building, and 

political ecology.” Terrain (interview) https://terrain.substack.com/p/kai-bosworth-on-

pipeline-struggles 

 

Chayne, Kamea. 2022. “Kai Bosworth: Mobilizing through Pipeline Populism.” Green Dreamer 

Podcast. https://greendreamer.com/podcast/kai-bosworth-pipeline-populism 

 

McNeill, Brian. 2021. “A new VCU study explores the ‘nature is healing’ memes that dominated 

social media at the height of the pandemic.” VCU News. 

https://news.vcu.edu/article/a_new_vcu_study_explores_the_nature_is_healing_memes_t

hat_dominated 

 

Nauman, Talli. 2017. “Tribes give resounding ‘no’ to EPA questions on uranium mining,” 

Native Sun News http://www.nativesunnews.today/news/2017-05-

17/Top_News/Tribes_give_resounding_NO_to_EPA_questions_on_uran.html 

 

 

ACTIVE PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

American Association of Geographers 

Position held: Communications director, Socialist and Critical Geography Specialty Group 

 Fall 2022-Spring 2024 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/02/atlanta-shooting-manuel-teran-crackdown-environmental-defenders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/02/atlanta-shooting-manuel-teran-crackdown-environmental-defenders
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/pipeline-populism-with-dr-kai-bosworth/id1180375277?i=1000585383784
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/pipeline-populism-with-dr-kai-bosworth/id1180375277?i=1000585383784
https://www.bookforum.com/interviews/kai-bosworth-on-populist-environmentalism-desire-and-the-anti-pipeline-movement-by-sara-van-horn-and-cal-turner-24986
https://www.bookforum.com/interviews/kai-bosworth-on-populist-environmentalism-desire-and-the-anti-pipeline-movement-by-sara-van-horn-and-cal-turner-24986
https://news.vcu.edu/article/2022/06/exploring-strategic-connections-between-populism-and-the-debate-on-pipelines
https://news.vcu.edu/article/2022/06/exploring-strategic-connections-between-populism-and-the-debate-on-pipelines
https://newbooksnetwork.com/pipeline-populism
https://terrain.substack.com/p/kai-bosworth-on-pipeline-struggles
https://terrain.substack.com/p/kai-bosworth-on-pipeline-struggles
https://greendreamer.com/podcast/kai-bosworth-pipeline-populism
https://news.vcu.edu/article/a_new_vcu_study_explores_the_nature_is_healing_memes_that_dominated
https://news.vcu.edu/article/a_new_vcu_study_explores_the_nature_is_healing_memes_that_dominated
http://www.nativesunnews.today/news/2017-05-17/Top_News/Tribes_give_resounding_NO_to_EPA_questions_on_uran.html
http://www.nativesunnews.today/news/2017-05-17/Top_News/Tribes_give_resounding_NO_to_EPA_questions_on_uran.html


 

American Political Science Association 

 

National Speleological Society 

 

PAST PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

American Anthropological Association 

 

American Studies Association  

 

Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment 

 

International Studies Association 

 

Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) 

 

Western Political Science Association 

 


